Miss Utility Law - New Law Effective October 1, 2010


Governor O'Malley signed a new bill updating the Maryland Underground Facilities Damage Prevention Law, more commonly known as the Miss Utility Law. The Law went into effect on Friday October 1, 2010. 

The Law incorporates changes to include but not limited to: ticket validity; minimal required notice; positive response; no tolerance-work zone; new Designer ticket; MD Department of Transportation participation, and a new Damage Prevention Authority. 

You may visit www.missutility.net/maryland/mdstatelaw.asp to review the new law in its entirety.

Below are some of the new changes incorporated into this law.  


· Two business days notice is required for all excavation tickets, the day of the call does not count-a ticket submitted on a Monday will allow utility owner-members to respond by Wednesday 11:59pm.

· The ticket is valid for 12 business days after the day the ticket is transmitted. 

· No excavation or demolition can begin until all owner-members have responded to the ticket. 

· No mechanized equipment within 18 inches of the marking(s), this includes Montgomery County. 

· State property and State Road Right-of Way permit questions will be asked on all processed tickets. Excavators having a permit/authorization number will provide this information for the MD Department of Transportation, its administrations and the MD Transportation Authority. 

· Licensed architects, professional engineers/land surveyors can process Designer notices, utility owner-members have 15 business days to respond after the day the ticket is transmitted. 

· A Maryland Underground Facilities Damage Prevention Authority will be formed to ensure law compliance by use of mandatory training or civil penalties. 

The new Law will be a topic of discussion at the 2010 Greater Chesapeake Damage Prevention Training Conference, October 20-22 in Ocean City, MD. Please visit www.missutility.net/gcdptc for more information. 




